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I. Introduction  
 

January is Poverty Awareness month.  This book guide can be a good start to facilitating classroom 

learning opportunities related to poverty and homelessness throughout the month.  We suggest that 

these books be shared with your students during SEL or Social Studies.   

 

 

 

  



II. Books 
 

Grade Book  
    

 Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña  
K - 4  Resources:  

  Read Aloud Video  

  Discussion Guide  

   

 Still a Family: A Story about Homelessness by Brenda Reeves Sturgis  
 K – 4 Resources:   

  Read Aloud Video   

   

K – 4  
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts  
Resources:  

  Read Aloud Video   

  Discussion Guide   

   

 The Lady in the Box by Ann McGovern  
K – 4  Resources:  

  
Read Aloud Video 
Discussion Guide   

   

 Lily and the Paper Man by Rebecca Upjohn  
K – 4  Resources:  

  
Read Aloud Video 
Discussion Guide   

   

 Magic Ramen: The Story of Momofuku Ando by Andrea Wang  
2 - 4  Resources:  

  
Read Aloud Video 
Discussion Guide  

   

 A Different Pond by Bao Phi  
2 - 4  Resources:    

  Read Aloud Video  

  
Discussion Guide 
Discussion Guide  

   

 A Shelter in Our Car by Monica Gunning   
2 - 4  Resources:  

  
Read Aloud Video 
Discussion Guide  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuWJI-6jjPk
https://oaklandliteracycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Read-Aloud-Guide-Last-Stop-on-Market-Street.pdf
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ll24-still-a-family-video/lets-learn/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGKYmjaYqhY
https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/those-shoes-literature-guide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkiOqv5WPyg&t=21s
https://www.cmu.edu/dietrich/psychology/cs/heartwood/docs/The%20Lady%20in%20the%20Box-Love.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dS6YHOrS2rk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dS6YHOrS2rk
https://www.bctf.ca/classroom-resources/details/lesson-plan-for-lily-and-the-paper-man
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnIqmHer3KE
https://littlebeebooks.com/wp-content/uploads/woocommerce_uploads/2019/03/Magic-Ramen-Teachers-Guide-.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoSb_QsZaRo
https://shop.capstonepub.com/assets/123/7/A_Different_Pond_Readers_Guide.pdf
https://readingtokids.org/Books/BookView.php?pag=5&bookID=00001423
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYAFaZwNTtg
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/980/A_Shelter_in_Our_Car.pdf

